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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 

Economic Development Advisory Committee (EDAC) 

Meeting Minutes – February 11, 2019 

 

Note: Minutes are not final until reviewed and approved by the Committee. Review and approval of minutes generally takes place at the 
next regularly scheduled meeting of the Committee. 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 
The regular meeting of the Swanzey Economic Development Advisory Committee was called to order at 5:00 pm 
at Town Hall by Chairman Steven Bittel.   
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:  
Chairman Steven Bittel, Bonnie Black, Mike Gomarlo, and Alternate Bill Hutwelker 
 
ABSENT: Lynn Rust, Greg Johnson 
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  Director of Planning & Economic Development Matthew Bachler 
 
APPROVAL OF PRIOR MEETING MINUTES: 
The minutes of December 10, 2018 were considered. Black moved to approve the minutes of December 10, 
2018. There was a second by Hutwelker and no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Need to fill two members’ seats – discussion and plan 
Discussion was held about filling the seats. Bittel said he would like someone in business from West Swanzey. 
Port-o-Lite business owner was discussed as a possibility to approach. There was brief discussion about whether 
or not a member of the committee needs to be a resident of the Town of Swanzey. The discussion included 
names of property owners with business interests in Swanzey but who do not live in Swanzey. Branley said he 
would research whether a member of the committee would need to be a resident. Several names were 
proposed as possible candidates. 
 
Updates: 

 New business activity in Swanzey – Mathew Bachler said expansion for Frazier’s furniture was approved 
by the Planning Board, mostly for storage. He said the Planning Board also approved an application for a 
new nano-brewery on State Route 10. They would have a tasting room as well. There was a discussion 
about potential business as noted by building permits. Activity at the airport was also discussed with a 
new hangar being built. Discussion was around who will be replacing the Airport Manager who is leaving 
the position.  

 There was a brief discussion regarding tax exemptions for commercial solar arrays. There was more 
discussion about the discontinuance of the road behind Knotty Pine Auction building, which was 
changed at the Deliberative Session such that there will be a study pertinent to whether or not to 
discontinue the road. Gomarlo said it isn’t a road but instead spoke about it being an old deeded 
right-of-way for a driveway. Bachler said the Knotty Pine owners do have other options to consider. 
Discussion was held about the width of the road/driveway, which is in contention. The business issue is 
rebuilding the burned-down structure. 

 Tri-Town:  
o Winchester business park grants – has been achieved.  
o Budget – waiting for budget to pass (or not pass) 
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 GKCC update – Black said she could not attend the January meeting and she cannot attend the February 
meeting. Bittel asked about legislative updates. Branley said the Chamber is not interested in that. Their 
focus is on local programs. Bittel said there is a lot of business-related legislation coming up to consider. 
Black noted that the Chamber was happy that Swanzey folks attended the gala. Black said the majority 
of the folks in the Chamber are small business people. She said there are 25 to 28 people on the Board 
of Directors.  
 

West Swanzey/State Rt 10 development discussion: 
Discussion was held to address the idea of looking for funding for water and sewer resources. Bittel suggested a 
study to understand what the demand is for water and sewer service. The group also discussed looking into the 
engineering study that was done by New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services (NH DES) in the past 
few years. It was noted that the Town did not receive a copy of the results of the study. Bachler said he would 
follow up. Gomarlo said insufficient water stymies business development on State Route 10. There was a 
discussion about groups who have already expressed interest in tying into the sewer system.  
 
Gomarlo said there has to be a plan to expand the sewer system already in place. Bittel said we should talk to 
Mollie Kaylor, Business Resource Specialist, to work a grant application up. There was a discussion about the 
Town of Swanzey doing a good job of welcoming business folks. 
 
Next Meeting:  TBD 
 
Adjournment:   
A motion to adjourn was made by Gomarlo with a second from Hutwelker and all were in favor. Adjournment 
occurred at 6:11 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary 


